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Shinkai Maru leaves NZ after 11 years

RV “Shinkai Maru”, a large Japanese stern trawler entered and depart- .
ed from Wellington for the last time in February 1987, after 11 years' by Mary Livingston
work in New Zealand waters.
courtesy ot the Japanese Government.

D D D | The vessel, chartered by the Japanese  the West Coast of the South Island, silver ~ Unfortunately, with a change in Japanese
Marine Fishery Resource Research Centre  warehou on Memoo Bank, orange roughy ~ Government policy somewhat similar to
(JAMARC) from the Shinkai GyoJyo on the Chatham Rise and Challenger thatin New Zealand, the vessel must now
Kaihatsu Kabushiki Co, and crewed by  Plateaw, and southern blue whiting on  fund 30% of its running costs
Taiyo Fisheries, has left our waters to take  the Campbell Plateau (see Table 1 for list The present quota for this vessel, and
up a new contract with Greenland and  of cruises). restriction (apart from during research) to
Denmark to survey parts of the North Area E, does not meet the requirements
Atlantic. Major surveys of the new Japanese policy. Sadly, there-

At least nine major research surveys fore, we lose a valuable source of

googd

gobooooogoooooo

20000 0000noooooo oo

gomoo

Vital information

The Shinkai Maru is a comfortable, well
equipped vessel with a tonnage 3393
GRT, length 94.9 m, beam 16.0 m, maxi-
mum speed 16.4 knots, and horsepower
5000ps.

She first arrived in New Zealand waters
in 1975 to carry out feasibility studies on
deepwater fisheries with commercial
potential. At that time, very little was
known of our deepwater resources and,
pending the declaration of the EEZ, infor-
mation was vital.

A series of cruises from 1975 to 1977
around both North and South Islands
identified spawning grounds of hoki off

goog
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maostly initiated by JAMARC and carried
out jointly with MAF's Fisheries Research
Division, have since been completed.
They provided valuable information on
the distribution, stock sizes, and biology
of arrow squid, hoki, barracouta, jack
mackerel, silver warehou, ling, and other
deepwater species.

The publications and reports available
in English, incorporating results from
Shinkai Maru cruises relevant to NZ, are
listed at the end of this article.

Losing valuable source
The research time and facilities offered
to New Zealand scientists has been

information.

This increases the difficulty that MAF
finds itself in with more requests for
information on deepwater fish resources,
but dwindling vessel availability.

Grateful thanks

The scientific staff at FRD have fully
appreciated the presence of the Shinkai
Maru in our waters over these past 11
years and are more than grateful for the
abundance of data we have obtained as
a result of her efforts.

Special thanks are due to the many
scientists from JAMARC and Far Seas
Laboratory, officers and crew from Taiyo

gooobooooooood
O00000odcCatch1987.4000
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