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Trial for Rearing Pike Eel Muraenesox cinereus Larvae

by Applying the Japanese Eel Larvae Rearing Method

Shunji KAJ1, Akefumi NISHI, Hiroshi HASHIMOTO,
Hitoshi IMAIZUMI, and Junichi ADACHI

We tried to rear pike eel larvae by applying Japanese eel larvae rearing method on which feeding was

done by impelling larvae to locate the food on the bottom of rearing tank using their negative phototaxis. At

first, we reared them by this method. But they were dead within 10 or 11 days after hatching as same as lar-

vae without feeding. According to observation of negative phototaxis of pike eel larvae, it rised in propor-

tion to a rise of illumination below 3,000ix and was almost steady above 3,0001x. So, we tried to feed larvae
rising illumination to 4,0001x from 250-4001x. They survived on and after 11 days after hatching (one sur-
vived for 43 days after hatching), and some larvae obviously grew (one was 24.9mmTL). This result sug-
gested it was possible to rear pike eel larvae applying Japanese eel larvae rearing method.
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