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Current Status of Rice-fish Culture Using Crucian Carp in the Saku Area of

Nagano Prefecture

Kei’ichiro IGUCHI, Tetsuya TSURUTA, Motoyoshi YAMAGUCHI
and Norio HAKETA

A survey was conducted to determine the current status of rice-fish culture using crucian carp in the

Saku area of Nagano Prefecture, Japan. The rice-fish farmers are of advancing age (average, nearly 70

years), and there has been no recent recruitment of new participants. Because the larval fish in the paddies

depend on natural feed, organic materials are distributed to support the growth of zooplankton. Most of the

farmers hesitate to use agricultural chemicals because of their potentially negative effects on the fish, al-

though the older farmers tend to accept the use of herbicides. More than half of the farmers were aware that

the eco-friendly system of rice-fish culture adds value to the rice as a safe food for consumers. Rice-fish

culture also plays a role in maintaining local food traditions.
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