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Distribution and migration of aget] juvenile walleye pollock,
Theragra chalcogramma, along the Pacific coast of Hokkaido
based on reports from fishermen.

Satoshi HONDA"

Abstract For detecting the distribution and migration patterns of agef] walleye pollock aong
the Pacific coast of Hokkaido including the Nemuro Straight, reports of pollock juveniles from
fishermen were analyzed with previous information collected through various surveys.

In the waters along Donan to Cape Erimo, pollock juveniles initialy appear in April around
Funka Bay, a major spawning ground. The distribution of the juveniles expands eastward and
reaches to Cape Erimo in September. This observation suggests that some of the juveniles
originating in Funka Bay move to Cape Erimo. In the Nemuro Straight, juveniles spawned in
this area appear in the southern part of the Straight from April to July, and they move to the
northern part of the Straight in summer and autumn. In the waters of Dotol from Cape Erimo
to the Nemuro Peninsulal] pollock juveniles mainly appear from September to next April, and
they are widely distributed on the continental shelf areas. It is suggested that most of the juve-
niles migrate from the east of Cape Erimo, because pollock spawning occurs on a very small

scale in this area
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Table 1. Results of the recovery of the questionnaire from the fisheries cooperative associations of the Pecific coast and
the Nemuro Straight area of Hokkaido about the occurrence of agef] juvenile walleye pollockO

Area NO"\]E%SZO:;&:; Resgogsg rate List of respondents

DDE?(Z?S ding Funka BayCl om i Yasuura, Usujiri, Ofune

Funka Bay 0m o Mori, Yakumo, Usu, Noboribetu

West of Cape Erimo OIT om is;’/zr::rr]naé Muroran-Kisen, Tomakomai, Shizunai,
Cape Erimo om om Erimo-cho

Doto . orno o Otsu, Kushiro-kisen, Chirippu, Nemuro

O east of Cape Erimol

Nemuro Straight om R Betsukai, Rausu

Total ERIEN [mRji
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