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Modified analytical method for Organotin Compounds in high-volume
water samples, and concentrations in sea water and suspended solids
in Hiroshima Bay

Toshimitsu ONDUKA™ and Hiroyuki TANAKA*

Abstract To analyze low concentrations of Organotin compounds (OTs) in sea water, we

modified a standard analytical method for high-volume water samples. X OT concentrations

of Hiroshima bay and Kure port measured by this method were 3.2-11ng/L in surface sea-

water and 1.4-4.7ng/L in suspended solids. Higher concentrations of X OTs occurred more

as the dissolved form than as the particulate form. The ratios of dissolved forms to particu-

late ones ranged form 0.51: 0.49 to 0.81: 0.19. Results showed a positive correlation between

2 OT concentration and suspended solids weight.

Key Words: Organotin compounds (OTs), Hiroshima bay, suspended solid (SS), environmental

dynamics

HHEA LA (OTs) 1A XETFIT v F LR
T VIR RET A EA L, HREkT
WHEGT HE /KPS 4HEET AT P IHRETS
OILEMD MR SN LILEMBETH L, ChbHD
OTs &7 5 AF v 7 OWWH|I LA G Ofilifi & L
THALETETHITSND L BIZ, ZoRAEWE
R U CRIBRAM A, AEE, MiEpsiEH
ELTHHENTEZ (I, 1992), OTs Otk
TUFNVEOBENCOTFIVET, T2 bUAKT
ROV, ZD7H, MY TF VA LAY (TBT)
D % RIKBETG SR 22 E OB AEWHI E LTS
N7ze F72, HRTE—F Y 7 = =)V A L&Y
(TPT) sl &N7ze Th S OTs &4 MR 5%
BHIBGHR RN, BT, AN D 572
DKL HHENTE 2, $72, KTl % BFE
L, #2385 L e oMV kE 2 BN X85
H O ER SRR OB SE b OTs & A MEE; 5 %k o %

T % 20T 720

RAEEYIZEET 5 OTs Ot BRHUE 1 EFH AR
{, POEKMHENTYS TBTIZH T % 5 Dt
%\ (USEPA. 1996). HE @M #EME R TI3
ng/L THZE2H Y (Bryan et al, 1989, Gibbs et al,
1991, Horiguchi et al., 1995), 3% fii - 720 A5G
BREHFEMRBR I ug/L T3 ENUTORET
HERHTWDS (Vries et al, 1991; Fent et al, 1992;
Triebskorn et al, 1994), F 7z, —#OEHF TIZ
TBT {H AL WHRRENTL, YKy 7 298
ERINTWAS (RIS, 1992 Evans et al., 1995;
Smith, 1996; Bech, 2002), TPT I22WTix TBT 12}
Vb OOV FEEEFROFEPWE SN TS ()
s, 1992)

HATIZ OTs O — O ERBEICRIZTTE K%
Bhs, EFCI 2 BERBR bW EoRA R
BEFEOBBNCE T 558 (b)) X - TREAE
DOHB BTN, TORE, WARKPIZEIT S RER
B AME F 5 7219904 LAREIRA L, & S BRI EE
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Fig. 1. Sampling location in Hiroshima Bay and Kure Port. Seawater samples were

collected from Sts. 1 to 5 (shown as @)

THUTWEIANCH 5 (BREEA BB IR T B e 4,
2002). F D7z, TBT, TPT i3 BAEBREEH 2 L%
5 KRN E B CIE ML R (TBT 3ng/L, TPT
Ing/L) LT oM EHE <, 20014EFRATIC BT 5 il
BHEEIX TBT T13/96, TPT T3/96Th -7 (BREEH
BRI ORI BB 2 4, 2002). L2L, OTs iEM%
WHETLREZF D, T /IR IR TR AT 2
233 % (Bryan et al, 1988 ; Khan et al., 1993 ; Osada
et al, 1993)s H AT, BEMT—FM VR ERE I
TBT &% Clng/L T& % (Horiguchi et al, 1995),
EHICTPTICOWTIETBT 84 ) &Yz EL
AW 5 v s GhES, 2002) dH 0, 1K
IRIEETO OTs BiEMHAIEETH 5,

AWFZETIE & 0 AGRE £ Tk b OTs W %
T 5720, BREITICX Z2KEHHE BRETREMR
BB 2 AEE, 1998) ZLLFOLH AL, g
KH OTs B2 L7ze BARIICIE, AT it
LKA EZ 1L 25 9L IR L, oW w5 5
BALA AL CHER Lz 72, WIS %
RKIZOWTH Y v 7 IR SN T WK T
%K, ZARRHED S HBERIN L 72K E M- L7z,
—Ji, FEEEHEWE (SS) o OTs REIZDOWT
BRSBTS X B R T (BREET BB OR A S B A
AR 1998) MM L HETHEL, #KFBTO
OTs DFAEREE HEE L 72,

M EFE

Bt
ST I 72 SRH iU PR XK BERE 72T i > L

55 UNTIEEERLTEED ST1 ~ ST 5 12 THR
L7z (Fig.1)o MAKRIEIEEKEZ N7y THRILL, %
JE@K%E TS AMMEA K (GFC, Whatman) TA#E L7
boxkAMEAKEL, ARHRSNIRTESSEL
Too TNENABAKZEARE SSEBHEEL L TH
ML L 720

IMRE

1. FIEOEE

BREITIC & B0 (BREDT IRBE R B % 4
AR 1998) & —FBAAEL T OTs ZME L7z WA
LT, FHEAH TP IZFNVEFTEF MY YA
(NaBEt) ZRELTHEHLAEZE, GV
K% AR BB ORI L 72K B L7z 2
&, MR OTs AT CTH Y I VEZ 1L 225 9L
~NHEL, PP T2 BT HE L
2L THD, 72, SSH OTs 7 #rih TIIEREIAIC
X BEE R L, SS 2 WA LA T A
AT T A LX) SSHOTs 21 % &
L7
WELZZOTs IZE ) 7F VA ZXLEYW (MBT),
ITFNVAZALEY (DBT), TBT, €/ 7z=JVA
24645 (MPT), ¥ 7 ==V AX{L&w (DPT),
TPT D6 TH D, ZhSOWHIZTAREA XA
WA F A ZEMIEDEA L2 TH B A, Sl
FETIIEEEZEEA 4 Y CTEBRLTUE L. £
D7 OEHRYE L LTIZE) TFVAZXN) 7054
F (MBTCl, Y 7F VA XY Z7uas 4 F (DBTC),
M) TFNVAX2za T4 F (TBTCl), £/ 7 ==
WAZX MY 2Z7a54F (MPTC), ¥Y7=x2=J)VAX
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Table 1. Organotin standards

Compound abbreviation company purity (%)
Monobutyltin chloride MBTCI Aldrich 95
Dibutyltin dichloride DBTCI Tokyo kasei Kogyo 97
Tributyltin chloride TBTCI Tokyo Kasei Kogyo 95
Tetrabutyltin TeBT Hayashi Pure Chemical 99.2
Monophenyltin trichloride MPTCI Albrich 98
Diphenyltin dichloride DPTCI Albrich 96
Triphenyltin chloride TPTCI Tokyo Kasei Kogyo 98
Tetraphenyltin TePT Hayashi Pure Chemical 94.7
Monobutyltin chloride-d, MBTCI-d, Hayashi Pure Chemical 99.6
Dibutyltin dichloride-d, DBTCl-d,s Hayashi Pure Chemical 97.2
Tributyltin chloride-d,; TBTCI-dy, Hayashi Pure Chemical 91.5
Monophenyltin trichloride-d; MPTCI-d; Hayashi Pure Chemical 98.3
Diphenyltin dichloride-d;, DPTCI-d,, Hayashi Pure Chemical 97.2
Triphenyltin chloride-d,5 TPTCI-d,; Hayashi Pure Chemical 97.3

vrus4 K (DPTC), MY 7= VAXZ7BI4
F (TPTC) ORENFH UHEHREHBH Lz 72,

OTs & Strem Chemicals % NaBEt, T F V{L L 7z
B L7z L7z OTs k31 Table 1 1I2F L ® 72,

2. HAEORR

NaBEt,dHE 5 (1999) O F P8 UAF# L Cfi
A L7z0 NaBEt, 10% /KA % fLEF0.2 u m D FUKPER
V57 hS70vFkaxrFLy (PTFE) A 7L Y7+
)V % — (Advantec) TA# L 72, 2000rpm, 3%
O HEL B R T, O/ 108D NF Y 2 2l
MmULT25MiEH L, MoMEEzITo 2T~
xRz, ToOMEE S HIZ2mEEDRL, FEBR
WCHWZ2, BB, SHHICIEEE 1 » A Lo NaBEt,
Wi E Wiz ruasr— ME E LT MBTCld,,
DBTCl-d;s, TBTCl-dy;, MPTCl-d;, DPTCl-d,,,
TPTCld,s, EEZNZFN.6ug/L, 337ug/L, 267
weg/L, 51.1ug/L, 168ug/L, 413 ug/L DRENF
PUBHERE L, T, WERRBEABRE LT
FTEFITFIWVAX (TeBT)-dy, T hIF72=VAX
(TePT)-dy, #FEZNZN813ug/L, 1020 ug/L ®
WAENFT B E R L7,

3. ke OTs A&

A OTs B BRBIT IS & A KE 0 (BRBs
T BB P R B B A AR, 1998) A LLTFICRT L9
W2 LE L7z W It L2k 2 1L 205
OLICHWREL, ¥ ¥ 7IVBOMEIHES THITITHW
LS oBEERE L2,

BARMW 2 8EE LTt 10LRFE v ici#EK9
LZRY, #KE A% —5—CTHLEL LIS
T oy — bEW20uL (1.77ng MBTCl-d,, 6.74ng

DBTCl-dyg, 5.34ng TBTCl-dy;, 1.02ng MPTCI-d;,
3.36ng DPTCl-dy, 8.25ng TPTCldy) %i&HL 72,
¥ 72, BEER1.5mL, pHSIZEREE L 72 2 M BiME — Bifg
kYU 7 AR 20mL, 10%NaBEt, 1 mL 2l 720
AFH 250mL &N 1 BRI EREE L, AT
v & & S HEA500mL i E — MIZBIAE Ry B TA
FHUREEMR L7z S 5ITAFH »150mL % ik
E M RRRICEEL, AFHUEERILL, Ao
ANFH U EHEbE, e — MIEKEEERS MY Y
2% 10g N2 BEFE L TR E, iz (Turbo Vap
0, Zymark) TANF Y v 2#H 1mL T TiHi L 72
ANFHr2mLTaryrrF4va=ry s Lz7ay) v
# 5 5 (Sep-Pak+ florisil, Waters) 2 i e 2 7
L, 5% VZFNVIT—F )V —~FH+ > 6mL THHL
720 RIRCPIREHEA20 u L (16.3ng TeBT-ds, 20.4ng
TePT-dy) Z A L, EHEIE T TO.1mL F Tl L,
GC/MS ok & L7,

4. SS & OTs ik

SS H OTs IEEIZERBITIC X B ATl (BREET
BRESORAE BB 2 iR, 1998) 2 ¥ L7z 7k Cillle
L7z T%bE, SSEABL7ZAMENY I THHK
TEHNPLZboRIREEALL, LTOEBY R
BRI & B IR AT CRIE L7z,

SSEABLAMFIISATHALL, Thz
50mL @& I AN, HiEtY v — M2 4
L (1.77ng MBTCl-d,, 6.74ng DBTCl-d,5, 5.34ng
TBTCl-d,, 1.02ng MPTCl-d;, 3.36ng DPTCI-d,,
8.25ng TPTCldy;;) ML 7z I1MIEEE- X%/
=V /BB Fv (1:1) EEEWIOm L 21220
SrRE DM L7z, % No.5 A DA TG A
WLEI L7z, RS2 @EBEICHEL IMER - x4
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J =V /BT V (1:1) BEHEWIOmL =iz,

2050 MR E S i LFE No.5 A O AR TIRE A L
720 EHICIMERE- 2% ) — )V /BT F NV (1:1)
RAEESmL THRIZBE Lz, 2HOA@WIZLD
BoONTAWE RGBT b2, H38COHE
b, BESKIM T ORI F VRS R 72 F T
L, pH5 ® 2M BElE — BEfg - + U 7 2 8% 83%.20mL,

10%NaBEt, 0.5mL #2105k & 9 Lize ~NFH
Y5mLC2MiRE I LTAFH 2mILL,

EHEKMFTH ImL FTRM LA, 2mL OANFH
CCTHBLL-7aY) YVH 5 L (Sep-Pak+ florisil,
Waters) (ZIRM@EEZRML, 5% VT F VT —FT )
—AFH Y 6mL THEM L. IRt IS0 u L
(16.3ng TeBT-dy, 20.4ng TePT-dy) %ML, %
FEGL P TO.1m L F T L, GC/MS Okl & L7z,

5. HRERAEEAARE

FRAEARHI D W T H T R IS ERME L, W
M R 2 P L 720 25mL BRI 12 3 % NaCl ki
W15mL % By, #E# OTs A% (#1000ng/L)
Z0-02mllsmL, BuEr @B L, gty
o7 — b 20ul (8.86ng MBTCl-d,, 33.7ng
DBTCl-dys, 26.7ng TBTCl-dy;, 5.11ng MPTCl-d,
16.8ng DPTCl-dy, 41.3ng TPTCl-d;;) % &M L 720
pH5®D 2M FEWE-FEWE - b U v & #% 1 #0.5mL,
10%NaBEt, 0.3mL % Ml 2 720 2045 FJ4R & 9 A F 4
¥ 3mL ZMA1075 MR E ) BiFE L, ~FH gz
SEER AR AT VR ERRIL L 72 RO
fEZREDIREL, BIONFH V&Y, AL
W W20 uL (81.3ng TeBT-dy, 102ng TePT-dy) %
wML, @FELKWT T0.5mL T TEMiL, GC/MS @
AEE L7

6. GC-MS 2%t
Fx¥¥5Y—7%F25ELTDB-MS (£ E30m,
0.25mmlID, Agilent Technologies) % %% % L 7z
GC/MS (HP5890 1, 5972) Hivy, LN @& ThH
L7z HALOREIZ290T & L, BMlzEoEs
12300C DIEE A 221 720 H T A IBEIX60C T2 5
MR L722%, 20C /4 T130C ¥ THIR 5l X %t
&10C /4 T210C £ THm#E, 5C /4 T300C
THEL, 20HBEHEoTers01cko70 1
RIZET 5 51305 CTH - 720 SIM E— KT
MBT, DBT, TBT, MPT, DPT, TPT & ZhZh
® d1E, TeBT-dy . TePT-dpk L7720 T= % —
AF v, HERAF YiZZFNZEh m/z TMBT : 235,

233, DBT : 261, 263, TBT : 263, 261, MPT : 253,
255, DPT: 303, 301, TPT : 313, 301, MBTCl-d, :
244, 242, DBTCl-dyg - 279, 281, TBTCl-d,; - 318,
316, MPTCl-ds : 260, 258, DPTCl-dy, - 313, 311,
TPTCl-d;;5 : 366, 364, TeBT-ds; = 318, 316, TePT-dy, :
366, 364& L 720 WERHEME T OTs & d Ao e 1H
ZHIER, OTs TN ZHITHIET 5 d RO T
SERMZ ML L, FRAERNR 2 2R MR IC L TR 2 1R
Lz L7z

BREEE

MTEOHZE

OTs»7ua=< b5 4% Fig2l2/RTo K
OTs ZIEKE R M3 572012, BEAIZ X 2090
FEr, TR OREL T A LERE L
BB X B0 ETIZ 1L OKZ 5T 528,
INEILICLTHMH L7z LAL, oI veiss
{§5&0Ts D72 T%h < blank fED w20,
ERMEOBFEABND DI H > TLFE - 720 FIC
MPT CTl>WiHE Y — 27 BT L, REMR T~ T
FEYICERTE Lo (Fig.3a b)o

LAL, HESOFEIZX ) FHELH 253 L CH
HA3A5Z8I2XD, blank OIET, WiEY—27 opd
MR SNz (Fig.3c, d)o 72, DPT & &® OTs I&
TIAFy 7 OWHAICHH SN TWE 720, 0k
BaRZBLUTHONMERTA2EKIEY ¥ 7 1THRFE S
N72bDTIE AR, ZREEPSGHEEZRIL THAL
72

ZDLI) BNEOREDRER, OTs @M L T
W \Wong/L #EH#ERH O s a< 2757 (Fig.d) »
LONTT NV F VA% IEIT, KB XSS I
DWTHBILE LTEAT S L S/NIAIITH
B9 B REFHAKTENEN MBT 01ng/L, DBT
0.05ng/L, TBT 0.06ng/L, MPT 0.5ng/L, DPT
0.0lng/L, TPT 0.0lng/L & 725 7=,

BKPICE TS OTs DETEIREE

FREK, H#K SSHAEEAZLEGWIRE%E
Table. 2 1Z/R L7720 Ai#AKE SS o OTs iEFE % A5t
T 5 EIITERERKDERE L o572 (Table 2a, b, ¢)o
LaL, R, #hiicky, A#KOBEIEEKD
WL S F Iz 2 RES R S5z (2002 Oct.
ST02%:), 72, AMAKE SSH D OTs i % K@
KD OTs IEETEI S Z LI X VIR B X ORE
B OTs OfF R & 255 L7z (Table 24, e)o
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Fig. 2. GC-MS choromatograms of OTs standard solution
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Fig. 3. GC-MS (m/z 253) chromatograms of Ong/ml (a, ¢) and 50ng/L (b. d), MTP
standard samples. Chromatograms of MPT standard samples ethylated by non-refined
NaBEt, and those ethylated by refined NaBEt, were a, ¢ and b, d, respectively.
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Fig. 4. GC-MS chromatograms of 0 ng/ml OTs standard samples. a : MBT (m/z 235). b : DBT (m/z
261).c: TBT (m/z 263).d: MPT (m/z 255). e : DPT (m/z 303).f: TPT (m/z 351).

L2, B, syl X021 22 29628
WIS 2720, AlkE SSHO OTs &FMEEE % Fl
AL TREOHEEDF R EZIT 72 T O RIEGATE
0.51-0.81 (Table2g), SS (20.19-0.49 (Table 2h)
LR DELDOTs FHEAREE LTI EL Tz, £
7z, TFIVAZLAEYW (BTs), 7= VAX{LEW
(PTs) BRHBEICBVWCHHAKICREOH G FE
T 5, FNENHEAREIC0.58-0.82, 0.21-0.88 (Table
2g),SS 120.18-0.42,0.12-0.79 (Table 2h) &7,
BTs, PTs &3 OTs &FIFHEBoMEMAR Sz,

Bk OTs IRE & SS EEDEIR

FREAKHP OTs gL SS Em O RIfR% Fig. 5a (IR
L7z SEBLE#MZ & 5 & RMEIZ0.7T1IE 2 Y, L
SS ERDMICIEOMBBEFRIRD bl T2, &
DOFBIBIRIZEMIC L D ES LY SR 5 2 EHUR
X7z, AaiEKH OTs IR & SS O % (Fig.
5b) IZ2WTiE, R*HIZ0.070& %, MWFE%2EL
TR L SS HEOMIZIEDMHBIBRIEEED Sk i
o7z LL, FEITEICHL L, HEXRURPHEL
A0, LSS EiEoMIZIEDOMHB RS RE
SN7ze —J, SSH OTs i & SS ErmOBtR (Fig.
5¢) #R5E, FINEHAHH DD SSERNPEILL

THSSHOREEZH T VENLL 2 LAmRENTz,

BREEBE

ROy, HARTIEIERIC X 2 8 EHH R %A
&) OTs OfEHBEIAITOI, €O RiEAKF I
BUIBBEEIRLLTETWS, FEBEMIZRATY, H
B kRe (IMO) 25 TBT OffiJH % BeRE A .2 M L
20084 E COMMEIEZFT B L TB Y, HARMBkHEK
FROBRBEIZNEBRVTLb0EEZLNL, LAL,
JEPRHICIZEEBRED OTs BRHE L THB Y (B
BB B BRI A AR, 2002), OTs 3T MET
MR B R 5.2 b7, TORED SO KK
BEFRZEEHTE LW LEEDNG, ZOREN»S
DEYIRN % E 2 DRI EBRRTOF—7H &5 2
LS, EBEDT 4 — )V FTO OTs O AWk &
REE)EOMHNEETH 5, OTs DAY RO
WTIZE K DRI TOINTEY), TOEENRDLD
HOEPZ > TETWD, LAL, BREFHEBICHLT
X, OTs OFERW L VHLE TOMNEIEEL S FET
B, IKBRNDHEAM I e VBB CIE D S O
Ye3E 2 HNBHEIZBNT, OTs OBEYHE R R L
B ETH B, 72, ZOHEOMLEEITH KIS
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Table 2 . Concentrations of XOTs in sea waters and in SS in four seasons (ng/L), and proportional environmental

dynamics
a b c d e f g h
No  Sudface - filtered suspendid - c/a  (b+c)/a  b/(bte) o/ (b+c)
2 0Ts
2002 July ST02 9.4 5.7 1.4 0.61 0.15 0.75 0.81 0.19
ST04 11 6.4 15 0.57 0.13 0.70 0.81 0.19
2002 October ~ STO02 3.2 3.8 1.9 1.2 0.60 1.8 0.66 0.34
ST04 4.7 4.8 4.7 1.0 1.0 2.0 0.51 0.49
STO05 7.1 6.7 2.6 0.95 0.37 1.3 0.72 0.28
2003 January ~ ST02 5.6 5.3 2.1 0.95 0.38 1.3 0.71 0.29
ST04 8.0 75 1.8 0.94 0.22 1.2 0.81 0.19
2003 April STO02 6.2 4.2 2.4 0.68 0.38 1.1 0.64 0.36
STO04 6.8 9.5 1.7 1.4 0.26 1.7 0.85 0.15
STO05 6.1 7.0 1.9 1.1 0.31 15 0.79 0.21
2003 July STO1 4.7 4.9 25 11 0.53 1.6 0.66 0.34
STO02 4.1 3.3 1.7 0.81 0.42 1.2 0.66 0.34
ST03 4.2 7.4 44 1.7 1.1 2.8 0.62 0.38
ST04 5.4 9.1 2.8 1.7 0.51 2.2 0.77 0.23
TBTs
2002 July STO02 8.7 5.3 11 0.61 0.13 0.74 0.82 0.18
ST04 11 6.0 1.3 0.56 0.12 0.67 0.82 0.18
2002 October ~ ST02 3.0 3.6 1.4 1.2 0.47 1.7 0.72 0.28
ST04 45 45 3.3 1.0 0.74 1.7 0.58 0.42
STO05 6.5 6.2 2.0 0.96 0.30 1.3 0.76 0.24
2003 January ~ STO02 4.8 4.8 1.6 0.9 0.34 1.3 0.75 0.25
STO04 7.2 6.9 1.3 0.96 0.18 1.1 0.84 0.16
2003 April STO02 5.4 3.8 2.1 0.71 0.39 1.1 0.65 0.35
ST04 6.0 9.1 1.6 15 0.26 1.8 0.85 0.15
STO05 5.2 6.5 15 1.3 0.30 1.6 0.81 0.19
2003 July STO1 44 4.9 2.5 1.1 0.56 1.7 0.66 0.34
ST02 3.9 3.2 1.7 0.82 0.43 1.3 0.65 0.35
ST03 4.2 7.3 4.4 1.7 1.1 2.8 0.62 0.38
ST04 5.4 9.0 2.8 1.7 0.51 2.2 0.76 0.24
SPTs
2002 July ST02 0.70 0.41 0.24 0.58 0.34 0.92 0.63 0.37
ST04 0.54 0.45 0.24 0.84 0.44 1.3 0.66 0.34
2002 October ~ STO02 0.27 0.21 0.55 0.76 2.0 2.8 0.28 0.72
ST04 0.29 0.38 15 1.3 5.1 6.4 0.21 0.79
STO05 0.57 0.49 0.63 0.86 1.1 2.0 0.44 0.56
2003 January ~ STO02 0.74 0.52 0.50 0.71 0.67 1.4 0.51 0.49
ST04 0.75 0.57 0.46 0.76 0.62 1.4 0.55 0.45
2003 April STO02 0.86 0.38 0.26 0.44 0.31 0.74 0.59 0.41
STO04 0.78 0.46 0.17 0.59 0.21 0.80 0.73 0.27
STO05 0.92 0.51 0.35 0.55 0.38 0.93 0.59 0.41
2003 July STO1 0.27 0.031 0.016  0.11 0.06 0.17 0.66 0.34
STO02 0.16 0.083 0.021 0.53 0.14 0.67 0.80 0.20
ST03 0.036  0.035 0.033 0.98 0.94 1.9 0.51 0.49

ST04 0.033 0.13 0.018 3.8 0.54 4.4 0.88 0.12
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Fig. 5. Relationship between SOTs concentration and SS weight. a :
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