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The mechanisms of gonadal sex determination and
differentiation in fish

Tohru KOBAYASHI

Abstract Various genetic and molecular approaches have been used to investigate the mechanisms

of sex determination, gonadal sex differentiation, and sex change in fish. Although the sex of most

animals is determined by genetic information, sex—determining genes had been identified only in

mammals, several flies, and the worm Caenorhabditis elegans until the recent discovery of DMY (DM-

domain gene on the Y chromosome) in the sex—determining region on the Y chromosome of the

teleost fish medaka, Oryzias latipes. We identified, for the first time in non—mammalian vertebrates,

DMY, as the sex—determining gene of medaka. In tilapia,, Oreockromis niloticus, Foxl2/endogenous

estrogens act as the natural inducers of ovarian differentiation, while DMRT1 may be important for

testicular differentiation. In the protogynous wrasse, a rapid decline in serum estradiol-17beta levels

may be an initial trigger of the female~to~male sex change.

Key words : sex determination, sex differentiation, DMY, DMRT1, estrogen

—MRICERIEDOMEZ., HREEOEAEDEIZL - T
BEGICHREESNDS, LaL, WHBE SRR,
AT EEZORAZ R LE VLT 52 L1
LOEG\THERBEPET D, Fio, FBIZ Ko THEKR
LEOBRBEFUEEZHA L THERRBRT I LOLH 5,
LnL. WRAEE WRERICRR DD, ABBITIEHY
U7 Meiitfls, — 428 U CEFICARER 21T
TEWTED, Fl, YUTdBICAERTEHHEDN
T ORI AR BREOE(LIC K » THEHEAE Z 5,
W, —REECEMT HHEBE/RT A, MIED O1f
BETH DL, AABICBREINESESICE, —&
RELRMENHEICERIRT 5, 20X 57 THERFHE
Pl ZREE T RIEE. TERE, ERROMES b
WEBHT L LT, BOTHRRERETALRD D
% (Nakamura et al., 1998; Devlin and Nagahama, 2002),

INET, BBEOWHRESCEFHMOESCIZBET 2
Mz <, HIoERLEL OB TN T

iz, Bk Hic, BLEBORSIZT > Fas
YRTA Mu Sk RET D LT, BRI
(R0 < S HSREIO A, MECMEREIR X5 2 L S TR B,
Las L. RTEMEDMER VT BIEE 72 AT O ML
WHEERBEZ R LA, BB, RET
Hol, HI-bBESEOMR LG LRI, ¥
T, ZOMEEZHLNCTILE D T,

KFGTlE, AHX A (Oryzias latipes) . A VT 4 T
Y'Y (Oreochromis niloticas), VElEHRE &L LS
FHLOWIEEFLE LTER L, AEOMRE, A
JR DM AR S O BRI DWW TR 3 5,

HERTE
FHEMOMZRET L2EEBEFOHEITL ) 2o
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DOh, JEFICHBEVEETHD, 1990 FZEe bO
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PR FER BT SRY & RIE & 4T LA (Sinclair et al.,
1990), MEFLIALLAL OFHEEN I 3V T SRY O FRIRE
BT DIFEEHEDD DRI S N=n, 2
NETIZEO L) BREBTIER2H- TR, IR
st LT, RBETALND L) Z2REERER (RE)
DHEREICELS B 25BA bH D, AETHLIE%ED
KBOBEVIZE D HEREINDIEELHD (BT A
Paralichthys olivaceus) {(Capel, 2000),

HRERETF

AL AL, BARTHBEIN-EREBY T, EEEN
WRELT D LTT SN (BN CREHERNE
B, ERFEMREISL, Fx) BFEDL, B hEBARLU
XX/XY OB EMERERREZRT (UE 5, 2003),
EHEOFE LN ERAEMERETO SN — 7 L5
BRZO T N—TRIHET, AovraFrrso—=r
I AT, a v NV — o = A BERETEL
BRERMTINEATIC L D . TR C 2 H LR AR E
EBETERELE, ZOBGETFICE-sTa—FEh5
B RO, TR EHERN & IR O MER I
i % DNAFESES DM P AMY) b2 &b,
DMY (DM-related gene on the Y-chromosome) & 42
T 537- (Matsuda et al., 2002),

DMY %, mRNA, & /7B L~ L, BLHTo
XY AFERR (BRSO RIE, AN VE)
OEFERIE 2 B B AHacmd BRT L L9
%, DMY 1, FAEZ2EBC T, v bV HIBERFIOM
N R BAIZ B4 5 (Kobayashi et al., 2004), DMY
Fu—7r LTHAEHEZ R V- T Lk D
A, DMY &7 7 A EIZH 26 B b 3R A
THD XY BERRShoT=, TORT, {EHEER
B CROMoTEEREE. DMYOFE3I =7 Vil
WEOHAND D, ZHIZE Y R5ERZ DMY & 2%
ZEPELN T, REERIZLY ., 2o XY HEh
D DMY &b OEEIE T~ THEIC o7, FHBEE
R (BREE. FRTAR) ThobhomERERK
TH= 7 YV BEICER IS, FIZBITH2ZO
XY MEH D DMY EHENEWZ L, ZLTIOX
IR FLEEEEICXYMEIZ 2B Z 8 botz, &
AHOIT L, DMY ICEEMNK Z 3 & XY R
[Z7BZ &, FLTDMY X XY BEERE~SLT 5
OIZ THEREIRT) ThDHZEERT,

¥/, HNIREHBEEODMY 2 &t 11T kb D4/
LR EL DN F—RBE L, dR ZHEOZEIN
CEETEALLE, RAETHEE L. KEOER
FRIZHE L, REMOMEE 45 L, 41 @D

IR0

=

T

XX AZ Ao, 30 EETM, 11 #EETETSH-
7oo T XXHEE, drR D DMY 2 L7272, £
7o, EEXXMEOREICE S FlLIZBWTHEAL
7o) LR R S0 XX AAREIZHEC 7 D 2 E A S D
Elgolz, ZTOZEME, BALEDMY 25T 117 kb
D77 LFEED, XX BRI bEE A0 T+
4y iR Lo LFERE . ZHIC LD DMY 23 A
1 OWERERRTTHH I LM, B&IHEHEINE
(Matsuda et al., 2007),

AF DT, ZHETITE5 2D DM P MrgzF»
B0 TEBY, FOHRT, DMRTL & 3 D&
WEHITIIAF—EFEKLTWE, DMY DT 2/
ERECF 1L DMRTL & 90% #4882 A & W R 2 R 7,
F 7o, DMY 2 &0 260 kb O Y Yefa (R B A2
fENIL, EEHEE O  DMRTL B8 L UV O B0 & 48
FRERED, B0 &M, AL TONRIER
f=F DMY O ETix, ELOBE THEH I O
DMRT!1 (DM-related transcriptional factor 1) E{&+%
GictAk O BRI V. FhANESEE 1 GED
PEOER) ICHASN-Z ko THELEEEXLS
ATV A (Nanda et al., 2002),

A KT OVEPEER T DMY 13 A £ 0 B LIS Trd A
Do TRV, Ef, AAHTBEBTHLAL I EL o
B EB I ANA T AE D (O.curvinotous) LAAT
Ao TR, FEOHE B, XX/XY D
PR A TR Y A H T TR, MY R g
BlL2ThAZEBHLMNE T, TNHDOZ &1,
DMY (2 A ¥ B BOES(LOWMBETEL T & MR
EBEFIITHEERNTHAZ EERLTWA (Matsuda
et al., 2003; Tanaka et al., 2007),

HFERDESE

HERE, Mo bOFFELIT S BT FOBEMZRM
BEPO TR ENEE LW LIFAATHD, T
bl T4 7T OBE XX, BE YY) R
LTEY, ZhozfHLUTEE, WoTLE, 2
MEDT 4 T ETHREED Z LS (Kobayashi et
al., 2000), 7 ¢ T T OAEFEROMES LB A I
B E, Wbt B CABEBREEOR RN A LN
B, WRERMMEREZE BN S Ok, kit 9 BETAE
TS OMENE OB ERZOMEETH 5, S
FOEEIT, W% 25 BEIZALN D, XXMETIE,
ATEIROER OB EMIOENE L, FRHNAE
WIE L%, Be L, RN N S 2R R &
Nod, TO/NEZ. [, R UZIRREEIR & 5 IR
Blelind, ZOFNEIEOHERE SRR L~ TOI
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BAoLOBE L 725, PR T B SRIIBLE
35 HEERZ Z 0, 40 H LA TIERIMEHIIR DR ED

Hav, 150 BLABRIZORER AN A b5, XY HETIE
PRt 25 AL, EEMIAEIR AR HE RE~
Mt B LI dk T, HEEIZ B, £0%.,
BHEOTMMAEZ Y, T 70 H LRI TR
23BA4ET % (Kobayashi et al., 2000, 2002, 2008; Fig. 1),

&L

BETTA M S U BRIPRSEICEETH D & DO
FEHELS O ENTWVWER, 20L& EZ A, b
B OMERT KDL B O XY EOMmE T X by
VTR A MR T A L VWO R TH D, L
AL, WEEOT X b o & USRS T ET 5
DOMNIFRATH -7z, RTDIE. T4 T ETEZRNT,
PIBSLIZHEIT LT A b AV BREREN TV AD
PEFN-, 2L ATa—hbxr X has s (A
FSOF—N17 8) T Rkably 11— FF R
FAFEY) PERSIDOICLER AT oA RIAGH
BFErrso—=r7 0L, ZHHOEOITOWNTIL,
BRFEEER L, Thbix7n—7+ 0T, &M
PP LRI IZRBIT 2 AT oA MBS ORI L
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#7 L 7= (Kobayashi et al., 2003; Ljiri et al., 2008), XX
MEDAEFIETIE, Fb% 7T BETICAT a4 FEAM
fa3 ERNnE BAEICHE L, 2 b oA Tk X
ha e OESRICKER AT oA FMUHBEEOFRKE
A mRNA, BH LA THRE SN, —H. XYHET
W, AT A REEAMBOSERD b, XX
MECIX, 20X D e HIc EEEEREEAICL D =
Z%D#/AW%M£T5E WEREM R % b DR

43+ % (Nakamura et al., 1999), =D L 9 7nFEF4L
%ﬁ@%ﬁ_;é@m%%#E%%%ﬁwm®ﬁ%%
. YA RAEEZED T, WONPDARETHLH SN
TW5b, 7477 Tk, XL LSIZ, =2 be
T IRIERINE IR F R Ch B, XX MR T
B AFEENEBRORTUIIMS RN TH S, BLER
D XY HEER=F = AT U TE A BT
% kFﬁ%“él%"]fill‘ﬁfﬁf\k‘l‘éfﬁf%ﬁﬁi“%?&’f‘% % (Kobayashi et

., 2003), Z O, MEEIICIET A el AR
zgﬁZTU4hﬁw%%%%ﬁ#éXTD4bF%
MABOHBEPED NS UMMRE, RER), 20

el P NS =S N = B AV el ) N Vb A Y ek 4|
RO A ka7 o ARRBRINEA~O SR RET 5
ZEERFET D,

3 dah

15 dah

30 dah

40 dah

100 dah

Fig.1. Gonadal differentiation in tilapia. A, gonad at 3 dah. The gonadal anlagen were
formed at 3 dah. CE, coelomic epithelium. Gsc, germ—cell-surrounding cell. B-D,
XX gonads. E-I, XY gonads. Dotted line, gonial germ cell. BV, blood vessel. FOC,
formation of ovarian cavity. FED, formation of efferent duct. Goc, growing oocyte. OC,
ovarian cavity. ED, efferent duct. In, interstitium. Scale bars: A-H, 20 g m; I, 30 g m.
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EARAOMEATERR THIHC I 2 AR AR AR
TA MY CERROBBRERE X e oA
BEFHLMITAZLREETHS, L. Fb
. EEROMEARTER TR, MR ReNICE Z 2=
b ARREOREREIT. BERMERETHD
Foxl2 I £ A Z & B 5002 L7 (Wang et al., 2007),
Fox12 i3, FHELEERBUIEIT L T XX LMW T
BRANCRE TS, ZORF, Foxl2, AdMBP/SF-1, %
FACBERII AT 0 A FEAMIBTHREIRT S, In vitro
DERBETEMHLRER A 5, Foxl2 13, Ad4BP/SF-1 & #
AL CHEFMEZEORBLREET S, £/o, Foxl2 D
KF v h2HT 47 mutant KIS EETFEA
THE, XXBEETIEH, =A b rE0RT, #HiE
BRE~ DR ATHR SNz, ZR60Z Lok, 5
Bk, BEIZBWTIE, Foxl2/ = A ha /v ol
A= NIREBEREEERIZLTODE I &R TH
Lt ol

—FT, =Abayr LIRSk E OBENHEET
RWEELTIRAZ NG D, AX T THLNDERY]
DOIFRERAGHEIEIL, T4 7 E7 L BRI AN Ok
DEFETHDP, MHMEERNZBECEZ Y . IEma~
DIALIEMLE R A DD, SRR O LB 7 «
FET LR INREORATICE Z 5, FE(LEEER
BELAT A FREHIER ORIV 55 LA 0 e
DIETT LB R 2B L T b TH D (Satoh,
1974; Suzuki et al., 2004), F7=, A ¥ W OIREDORE
FRIZIRIE RS SRRl b L= RicEZ D, o
BRI = A b a7 U ARTFEHE TH B (Suzuki et al.,
2004), FF T A MU AR TREMR T T VT 7
KERLEESE,/ 17,20 U 7 —F (P450c17) OEER &%
TRTZEIRISEMR (scl) Tk, BIRMEBIIA BN
OFETNE L XX EERCHEIFERE A~ S
V. BISREERELE Ci#EfTS B (Sato et al., 2008), Z
DT &R, A X T OINES L OYTEIEEREOEITIZ I,
DI b XX AP COFH =R ba OBk
BB L2 REBLTWS, L L, Foxl2 i,
P XX AR RIS RN R BEE R L, Z D%,
JRETT ¢ T 7 LERRARBBZRTZ L BRE SN
THY . Foxi2 NSRS LTV 5 = L4
R I NS (Wang et al., 2004, 2007; Nakamoto et al.,
2006) ,

EEMME
XX HEAILT > Rl ale s> 2kl kb, 1

~OMHIRBBHFETEDL I LN, < 0B THE
X T W B (Yamamoto, 1953; Nakamura et al., 1998;

I

3]

=

Baroiller et al., 1999; Devlin and Nagahama, 2002), L &>
L. RNEMDT v Fa 7o BN EEMMUICREIR TH 5
T EEERMICEEHA S LTIV, T 4 T ET T
BROCEITLCT v Fa v ASRILNER AT
oA FREEESZORE (mRNALEH) 3D B,
Eh, XYHARWT Y R v B8R EOT7 7 I=R

FChHDHTNE I R ET- T, EFREERESL
NI D,

BIEO LA, BEORBRESMICESE o&EZ R
TEEZOLNBHBETIE, DMRTL TH D, Z0HEK
T, Drosophila @ dsx, WO mab-3 &5 PEPE
WCEEARE BT ELATH CHRESN DNA
EHEIK DM- R A A V) 2 b OFHEY OBMEF T,
b P THREICERDICRRET 2EBEF L L TR
7= (Raymond et al., 1998), F D%, W AWAZRFHEE)
WCHONY, OALEEBA THBICHFEL, KR
o, REICEBEREHERELTEEZLNRTNA
(Capel, 2000; Zarkower, 2001), 7 4 T E7 Cl¥, &
BN HELT A0k 6 REO XY £FR T
AT A B BT FRZAIIE (v b U o B
M) WERERMCRBT AL DD, FOHK, BEY
BOMEITIZ L B> TlL b U AIME, BENREE
ooz b U HIIESRS ORI B RIS
B, —7FF. XX AEFEPR T, DMRTL OFBI3L i/
V™ (Kobayashi et al., 2008; Ijiri et al., 2008),

P ERICXXHABET Rl Thi AFNT A
RAT T CHERT 5 & BRER M~ MR T &
5, ZOWE, GBI A E Y BT RHIE (Rl kIR
&) TDMRTI ORIMO/FEIND, Fio, XY Hf
WA b a A AR R LR RO~ O MR A 3
U7 BRI b, AEFREMIE % B 0 B Ee s la o DMRT1
OFEBITIHE &2 5 (Kobayashi et al., 2008), ZiLE
TIZ. DMRT1 @ XX EEIC I 2R FER, HBEY
{EENC BT 2 HEEEE R ER M 5. DMRTL 238 1k
WCEEARE LR L TWAZ L2 BT ARERES
BTWDE CGEESE), b0l &b, FESIC
BWTDMRTI REETHALHZ ERXmhoTEE, L
7 L, DMRT1 @ EEHA, a5 20958 38 o i I HE S
DMRT1 OEABBICE L CIEERERB AN S L,
SHMBHT REEERETH D, —FH. A X BT
DMRTL TR E S b2 oL b Y fIMA RS T B A
BT 5 L9175 (Kobayashi et al., 2004), UL,
BT, DMRTI OBERER®IL. BRSMEOEITICEE
FTAAREENIEHIN TS, 5%, TAFET LR
& 77C DMRT1 OBREMEIAZIT 5 Z Lic XY . DMRTI
OAEFERRIZ B A Ee O B EN RV A 2 L 2 1]
FHLTW5 (Fig.2),
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Germ cell mber Teticular structure
Medaka =
St. 36 | | Hatching

20dah Mature

XY >
DMY >
DMRT1 rem— B

wemmt SSmEE mTam UM Mo oem e mEmn o Sune 3

Tilapia
Hatching 50dah Mature
XY I I >
DMRT1 B

Fig. 2. DMY and DMRT1 expression in medaka and tilapia
Dah, days after hatching. “Germ cell number” and “Testicular structure” indicate the sex difference

at the time point.

Sox9 WREE S LIZHETH D Z &N, IFFIETM
BTV 2 (Capel, 2000), #IETIE, T4 7,
A BT TORBUEN PO L L~ O RRSRY
PESENBENTZRIC, BERBROLREREZRT, Z0
T EiE BIE T Sox9 IR AL O RIZIEMER L
RV & ERET S (Nakamoto et al., 2005; Kobayashi
et al., 2008), IZFLIETIL, Sox9 IAHHIE AIEERE & T
HOBRBOBRICHEET L2 L8 TND, f
T, TNICHET2HBEDER (T4 787§
FERE, A& T ARG RS LRI
5 (Nakamoﬁo et al., 2005; Kobayashi et al., 2008),
O LIRS GIETEE T O Sox9 BRI RE BLAY R,
. FFEEAE TR LA, ABETY Sox9 1, 1F
FUHE & PRI ERERICES LT A 2 LRl L
T2,

PEEnif

BT, HSBREEHOB(Ick Y., mReEviikc
PRI DFENHZ < M BN TV D (Reinboth,1983;
Devlin and Nagahama, 2002), Z OVE@s#aid, Ho1b#%
DOFPEETH OIS T, fER, IR L U-CRET
LD OICBERRFZ2RHATDOICENET NV ERDY
2%, LL, ZThETOMRDOE E, ARE, 17
BFENREH TH O, MIA, o7 LUV TOREN I,
TbENALTWD,

HEA D HEA~ D ERIE

BRI OY o TEICER T DT D TH LD
BRI LA TS, IRV HERWRL D
EOHREOELHPRTWAR & L oMz D
0. —FERERMEOITE), KREAVSHEIIIEDDL LD
2. EFEIRDINEL I D RE B~ L VR L. FRAR 0 kI
BRHEEBEZLNTWE, NUAFEDRT (Thalassoma
duperry) TiL, MEREERIZB VT, IREHIEOE
17, FEEANE DI, RO & Voo —HEo
W, AMITEZY, BnboTik, 2EECES
PR~ PESRHAT D (Morrey et al., 1998; Nakamura
et al., 2005), Z OWf, JHEOPEEIEMIE TRHE LT
WA EECEEORRIME BN ENOELLTHD, Th
kY, =R b FrERSRICEbT 5, TR
i LTI EFE P O SRR 23RIT LIRD B, Z D,
ORI BATANELT Ly SRER D G o3 % SR B 0 IR
MRS G5, Z O, JPEER O EEE I AT
RBHOEND LD D, ED%, ZOEFEFEHMILIT
WL, A PEEBARL TETFEMAEIT Y., LB
TADMER L 5 2 A1, BEESIC 1L ~— & KEE
{bEESE (P45011 B ) 3BT HMaASEMNT 2L &b
W, o7 Ry (-4 FA AT ay)
BN D, MEEHBART OMECIX, DMRT1 O%*
BB, MHERERBA . =X b & E R
DU T AR O SR B AR B2 C DMRT1 ORI 4 5
nNdEHZies, ZOEENEEL, BEEBOMPRK
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Xh 5 (Nakamura et al., 2005), £7~, g&ME0E{T
137K, FEUEBREEANIEIC X - Tb BRI
WMT B EBEIOLNTND, ITNHDORRE, ~
T oMY, FHRIEBEREORFMEIC LS A b
FUBORTRE &L RoTRZ Y, BER~DS
#2121, DMRT1 AEERREZR-LTNDH &%
RET B,

175 A D 14 Bttt

F XTI T X =Y (Trimma okinawae) 1. K& i
EINE MR E UAREIZVLWILD &L 95 B TRE I
DML, LD, T, BUAMIZES
WWRERBOHEEZ ANDE, BOMICED, FITX
IMEHELS VPR T E, METHLHERNEZ D
(Kobayashi et al., 2004; 2005a), Z D, $E4TEIOZE
bl MERHRO A IR <, 30 S LANICE Z 5,
AR OPEERBIIRED S E~E, 5 B, HE O~
IH10 HCRT 45, Mo FEIZEFRR . TR
OFENFEREOBBUIRERBERS T, HICER
A&7 L7- (Kobayashi et al., 2004), BRELO Ad4BP/
SF-1 OFEIIL, MERERERRIC < . MEREBERR I 13
9~% (Kobayashi et al., 2005b), Z DI &, &
DEAIT L D MEERIFIIMAY . IR Ad4BP/SP-1 D%
BATE L, IPBEOEEMICEE L TWA I & &R

TD, LLans, R TIEEO LI REMTHL
N2V, Eio, ZOMIMREHIFAICE, M Hi1
SFORER L IR G 2 1o ATl % &> (Kobayashi
et al., 2005a), T AVANFE [ OB REAGPERR L & FTEE I
SHDLDOEERFC, AT LV OFBROMIRE L <
SETND, Foft, MEREATRIRIN T - B AFHAREIE
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Fig. 3. Gonadal sex determination and differentiation in fish.

Although sex determining gene in medaka is DMY, it is not identified in other fish yet.
SDG, sex determining gene. preST, anlagen of seminiferous tubule structure in tilapia.
Acinus, acinus structure as anlagen of seminiferous tubule in medaka.
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