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Classification of Hemocytes in Four Species of Land Hermit
Crabs (Coenobita) and Coconut Crab (Birgus latro): A New
Classification Group of Polyhemocytic Crustaceans Found in
Coconut Crab

Masakazu Kondo*, Shinya Yasumoto and Yukinori Takahashi

Abstract : Morphological characteristics of hemocytes from Coenobitidae (Paguroidea, Anomura,

Decapoda, Crustacea) were examined by light microscopy. Two types of hemocytes (granulocytes)

were observed in each Coenobitidae, but the composition of hemocytes were different between coconut

crab Birgus latro and land hermit crabs (Coenobita cavipes, C. purpureus, C. rugosus, C. violascens).

Each Coenobita had chromophobic granulocyte and eosinophilic granulocyte. This composition (group

IV) were similar to that of Caridea (Caridina, Macrobrachium, Palaemon, Alpheus) and Stenopodidea

(Stesnopus), but differed from other anomuras such as Paguridae (Paguroidea; Pagurus, Spiropagurus;

group II) and Lithodidae (Lithodoidea; Paralithodes; group II). On the other hand, Birgus had

basophilic and eosinophilic granulocyte and eosinophilic granulocyte. This composition (new group,

VI) is the first record in polyhemocytic crustaceans.
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Fig. 1. Hemocytes of land hermit crab Coenobita cavipes (A &
B; hemocyte classification group 1V) and coconut crab
Birgus latro (C & D; hemocyte classification group VI).
A, chromophobic granulocyte (CG); B, eosinophilic
granulocyte (EG); C, basophilic and eosinophilic
granulocyte (BEG); D, eosinophilic granulocyte (EG).
May-Griinwald stain. Bars=1 gm.
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Table 1. Comparison of morphological characteristics of hemocytes from polyhemocytic crustaceans (May-Griinwald staining

preparation, modified from Kondo et al.")

Classification groups according to hemocyte composition

Group [ Group 11

Group 111

Group 1V Group V Group VI

BFG (B,1,<0.3)

BP (B, a few, r, 0.5); bh
BG (B, r, 0.3-0.5)
CSG (C,r,0.3-0.5)
CLG (C,r,0.5-1.0)
BEG (B & E, 1, 0.3-0.5)
EGf (E, r, 0.5-1.0)

EGd (E, 1, 0.5-1.0)

SBC; ag; bh
Hemocyte type', CG (C, rorrod, < 1.0)
granule’ ESG (E.1,<0.5)
(staining, shape, ELG (E,1,<1.0)
size (#m)) and

other characters’

GG (G rp<1.0)

ESG (E, 1, <0.5)

ELG (E, r, 1.0-3.0)

CG (C,rto0,<1.0) ESG (E, 1,<0.5) BEG (B&E,rt00,<1.0)

EG (E,rtoo0,<1.0) ELG (E,rtoo,<1.5) EG (E,rto0,<1.0)

'BEG, basophilic and eosinophilic granulocyte; BFG, basophilic fine granular cell; BG, basophilic granulocyte; BP, basophilic plasma cell; CG, chromophobic
granulocyte; CLG, chromophobic large granulocyte; CSG, chromophobic small granulocyte; EG, eosinophilic granulocyte; EG, eosinophilic granulocyte with fine
chromatin-meshed nucleus; EGd, eosinophilic granulocyte with dense nucleus; ELG, eosinophilic large granulocyte; ESG, eosinophilic small granulocyte; SBC,
small basophilic cell.

fB, basophilic; C, chromophobic; E, eosinophilic; r, round; o, oval.

“bh, basophilic hyaloplasm; ag, agranular.
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Fig. 2. Phylogenic trees of decapods modified from Crandall et al.” (fig. 2) and hemocyte classification group (I-VI) of

RT3 YISOV RAVEESRAIVPREADY (&%
RV RAURD BIXUYINHZROF INH TN
THhd NBIHEINTWEZEMS Y, KOV RIVUE
+ZINAHZER TR O#ES—BRENE LN, 1B,
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Penaeidea
Stenopodidea
Caridea
Brachyura
Anomura
Achelata
Thalassinidea

Astacidea

polyhemocytic decapods modified from Kondo et al.” (fig. 10).
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Pylochelidae (3 genus)
Parapaguridae (2 genus)

g'19 g'2

g-6, g-7

Birgus latro (V1)

Coenobita (IV?)

g-8, g9

Pagurus-A (117), g-10

g-11, g-12

Pagurus-B (11?), g-13~g-18
Pagurus-C (11?), g-19

g-20

Hapalogastridae (2 genus)

Lithodidae (8 genus) containing
Paralithodes camtschaticus (1)

Diogenidae

Coenobitidae

Paguridae

Paguroidea

Lithodoidea

Phylogenic trees of anomuras (Paguroidea and Lithodoidea) modified and excerpted from Bracken-Grissom et al® (fig. )
and hemocyte classification group (11, IV, VI). g, genus; g-1~g-20, different genus each other; Pagurus-A ~ Pagurus-C,
different species each other; I1? & IV?, expected hemocyte classification group (because of the different species between
Bracken-Grissom et al.” and our reports (present report and Kondo et al.”)).
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