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Estimation of daily feeding rate and diel feeding rhythm of
herbivorous fish Kyphosus bigibbus in captivity

Mikio Noda' T, Masahiro Kawanoz, Kuniaki Okamoto’ and Noboru Murase'

Abstract : Daily feeding rate in relation to temperature and diel feeding rhythm of the grey sea chub

Kyphosus bigibbus were examined for Eisenia bicyclis and Sargassum patens forming seaweed beds

under tank-rearing condition. Daily feeding rate of K. bigibbus ranged from 0.7 to 1.3% for E. bicyclis

and from 3.4 to 4.6% for S. patens (in the temperature range from 20 to 30 °C) and the fish showed

almost no feeding at 12 °C. K. bigibbus constantly fed on algae at night as well as in the daytime and in

particular showed the most intensive feeding activity before sunset and after sunrise.

Key words : Herbivorous fish, Daily feeding rate, Diel feeding, Kyphosus, Nocturnal browsing
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Fig. 1. Daily feeding rate of Kyphosus bigibbus in relation
to water temperature for two different type macroalgae
Eisenia bicyclis (top) and Sargassum patens (bottom).
Amounts of algae consumed by the fish are presented
as algal percentages per the weight of fish used in the
experiment. Data and error bars indicate means and
ranges, respectively.
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Fig.2. Amount of algae ingested during two different periods

(night and day hours) by Kyphosus bigibbus. Data and
error bars indicate means and ranges, respectively.
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Fig. 3. Comparison of feeding intensity of Kyphosus bigibbus
between four different diel periods (sunset, nighttime,
sunrise, and daytime). Each period is 2 hours, and the
sunset or sunrise period indicates 1 hour before and after
sunset or sunrise. As bites usually occur in short bouts
of feeding, numbers of bites are represented as bout
counts. Data and error bars indicate means and ranges,
respectively.
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