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New Host Records for Nerocila japonica and
N. phaiopleura (Isopoda: Cymothoidae)

Masakazu Kondo ', Takehiro Kimura®, Hiroyuki Yoshikawa and

Shinya Yasumoto

Abstract : Two species of cymothoid isopods (Nerocila japonica Schioedte & Meinert, 1881 and Nerocila
phaiopleura Bleeker, 1857) were collected from marine fishes in the Hibiki-Nada Sea, off the west coast of
Yamaguchi Prefecture, Japan: N. japonica from the dorsal fin of Takifugu snyderi (Abe, 1988) (Tetraodontiformes:
Tetraodontidae) and N. phaiopleura from the caudal surface of Scombrops gilberti (Jordan & Snyder, 1901)
(Periciformes: Scombropidae). These fishes are new hosts for the Nerocila species. This represents the first

record of both Nerocila species from the Hibiki-Nada Sea.
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Fig. 1. Nerocila japonica (non-ovigerous female; KMNH IvR 600013). A, N. japonica parasitic on the dorsal fin (arrow) of
Takifugu snyderi (18.0 cm in total length); B, dorsal fin of the host before removing of N. japonica (fresh specimen).
C-D, ethanol-preserved specimen [C, dorsal view; D, ventral view; E, lateral view; body length, 11.9 mm; maximum
width, 6.3 mm (at 6th pereonite)]. Bars: A, 2 cm; B, 1 cm; C-E, 0.5 cm.
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Fig. 2. Nerocila phaiopleura (ovigerous female; KMNH IvR 600014). A, N. phaiopleura parasitic on the caudal surface of
Scombrops gilberti (19.4 cm in total length); B-E, fixed (Davidson’s fixative) and then ethanol-preserved specimen [N.
phaiopleura: body length, 27.0 mm; maximum width, 144 mm (at 6th pereonite)]. B, dorsal view; C & D, ventral
view; E, lateral view. Pre-hatched larvae are observed in the eggs (D). Bars: A, 2 cm; B, C & E, 1 cm; D, 0.5 cm.
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