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This study aims at saving labor and fuel in the small-scale bottom trawl fishery. We replaced the beam with a flexibly-structured net-mouth spreading device
(KITE), which has been reported to be effective for reducing resistance to fishing gear and saving weight.
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Our study found that the level of physical burden was 10% lower in the kite-type gear than in the beam-type gear. In addition, the fuel required in the kite-type
gear, was approximately 30% lower than the beam-type gear, for obtaining similar catching efficiency. As a result of the comparison, the kite-type gear was
found promising for contributing to saving labor and fuel in small trawl fishery.
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Soh?ma‘uo illustrations of two types of small-scale bottom Comparison of the fuel consumption
trawl net. characteristics in two types trawl net.
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