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Bluefin tuna individuals attract attention as an aquaculture target species, but the habits and distributions of juvenile bluefin tuna in the Sea of Japan are not
understood fully. Therefore, | am working with the Fisheries Research Agency to collect and identify juvenile tuna species, including bluefin tuna, using
a surface water trawl net. Furthermore, | am accumulating knowledge that will assist the sustainable harvesting of bluefin tuna resources by understanding
the distribution of juvenile individuals from information on water temperature.
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Through this study, | have developed a method for collecting juvenile tuna species effectively, and have found that more of these individuals are distributed
in areas with certain water temperatures. After several years, we have obtained an understanding in the Sea of Japan of juvenile tuna species, which are
the target fishery, including the current situation of habitation, and have discovered ways that will help us to preserve stocks of juvenile individuals. The results
of this study provide basic data for reinforcing stock management and ensuring sustainable catches of tuna resources.
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Juvenile tuna individuals collected in the Sea of Japan by the training ship Koyo-maru (%fﬁlat}% /B 1999 FDHEER, I\D_“J(Ccké)

of the National Fisheries University (2008) The number of juvenile bluefin tuna caught in the Sea of Japan
(These individuals were caught using a Syunyo-maru trawl net in 1999)
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