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In Japan, many diadromous animals migrate between the sea and the river for reproduction. These animals include commercially important river fishery
products, e.g., the Ayu fish Plecoglossus altivelis, the Japanese eel Anguilla japonica, and Japanese mitten crab Eriocheir japonica. Many artificial structures
like weirs and dams are present on Japanese rivers; these structures act as barriers for the migration of the animals. We identified low-cost and simple
methods for constructing fishways to improve the migration of animals; this study was conducted in the Yamaguchi Prefecture. (The “Mizube-no-kowaza”

project.)
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“Mizube-no-kowaza” fishway developed in collaboration with the Yamaguchi Prefecture is a slope-type fishway with protruding boulders. Because of its
simple structure, the construction of this fishway is cost-effective. “Mizube-no-kowaza” fishway is effective for increasing wild resources in the rivers by
allowing their effective reproduction and can allow networking among habitats that are isolated by manmade structures.
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