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Recently, a large number of giant jellyfish, Nemopilema nomurai, propagated in Chinese waters, and from late summer to winter, drifted into the coastal

waters of the Japan Sea. They are then caught in set-nets and trawl nets, seriously damaging net fisheries. | have been surveying the biology and

distribution of N. nomurai in the Tsushima Straits on the training ship “Tenyo-maru” over the last three years, aided by specialists in physical oceanography,
planktology, fishing gear operation, and echo-sounding in NFU.
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| observed the distribution of N. nomurai in relation to water temperature and salinity in the Tsushima Straits. | observed a linear relationship between the
number of statoliths and the collecting dates of jellyfish with wide range of bell diameters (40-100 cm), and also examined the growth rings in the statoliths of
N. nomurai. These results indicate that the number of statolith is available for the age character and that the giant jellyfish could not have been born in

Japanese waters, but likely in Chinese or Korean waters around early May. My surveys will elucidate the birth date and place of the giant jellyfish, and provide
data for the prediction of future proliferation in Japanese waters.
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