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Staining principle in the mixtures of
acidic and basic dyes

Masakazu Kondo'", Shinya Yasumoto' and Michiyo Kimura®

Abstract : Previously, we speculated on the staining principle of triacid staining solution (neutral mixture)
containing a dye complex. The principle could be explained solely by the relationship between the stained object
and the dye complex. We propose here to extend the staining principles of triacid stain to explain the staining
principles of other dye mixtures such as May-Grinwald (MG), Giemsa and MG-Giemsa. In a mixture of acidic and
basic dyes, the staining characteristics of the object were presumably determined by the degree of stainability
(degree of acidophilicity or basophilicity) of the object, the degree of stainability of both dyes (degree of
basophilicity of the acidic dye and degree of acidophilicity of the basic dye), and the ratio and concentration of each

dye.

Key words : acidic dye, basic dye, mixture of dyes, staining principle
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Rl brFT—ELE2LOLND,

GiemsaZ&i&

Giemsa i iZIZ =4 ¥ V7 X —VILE T A — VIIA 7
Ve e Xy ) —VoSERETICHERINRTWSY, =
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W=t 7 X=VBOGTRIZIFIERLTHY, =FI 00
SFRIIINSEEMBFEOK2UETH LI EHh 5,
HoTr Y v EEREGEOGTIIEBB L2132 42D,



BRREAHOG R 47

MGHARIZ R THEREEISE EITRTVwDE I LI
Tho PANEAREZ XY /) — VCHEEL, %K
RREHE R TABL THAIHT B, Glemsalilill % AR K
RRHERCHIT LT, AT UBAFL YT
IF Y URT A= VBIZRMEGE (T v) LRENEAE
(RAF VYT N—, TA—VB) IS 5. T72, A,
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%o ARFTIZF TEAKE MBI 723G O UFRRMEM
K & 35 AR v O OMGHe Pk, Glemsafeta b B L O
MGGtk 2 Z %3 5, BEOBRBETINEITRELH
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GlemsaZ:fa % jiti L 72 %56 (MGGH:tt), &AM DGiemsa
i L BB SBE I N5, KEHER
GiemsaZt i Tl A B oG EN L2 R TS 2w
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BWTEHRDOOLN L, LA L, MGGHMTIL, EAR
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[ 4 OiFhEkER | OETI/RBLAEY, ZoifkE
PERERL V58 O G FERYE SR & [F]— 3 B W id— D> O LT Rk
DO—FWGThHHUREIEZ b, b, IfREENE
TR % SRR, & A R 2R L LA, TR LD
MGt & Giemsafeta Pk D FHIZ TE 5 5%, MGGH:
BPEDFATIIFIEAE Ulzo AT T I3 IFHE S Bk 2
W& LCHIS 245, ZAUIER ORIV & a2
THERIIELT 5o

D FEE SR DU SR AR SR AL 1 D DR T B N 22 M &
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Table 1. Staining conditions and staining characteristics of eosinophilic granules (EG) and basophilic granules
(BG; or basophilic layer in the EG) in the neutrophils of common carp (modified from Kondo et al”)

Condition of G stain

Stain Diluent Ratio Time EG BG
DW — — - —
5mM PB, pH 5.0 —_ e -+ —
5mM PB, pH 6.0 — —_— +++ -
5mM PB, pH 7.0 — —_— +++ -
MG 5 mM PB, pH 8.0 — S — —
1/15 M PB, pH 5.0 e e +++ —
1/15 M PB, pH 6.0 e e +++ —
1/15M PB, pH 7.0 _— _ + —
1/15 M PB, pH 8.0 e — — —
DW 1:100 15 min — +
G DW 1:100 60 min - +++
DW 1:20 15 min — -+
DW 1:20 60 min — ++
DW 1:100 15 min ++ -
DWwW 1:100 60 min +++ -
MGG DwW 1:20 15 min +++ -
DW 1:20 60 min + T+

MG, May-Griinwald stain (after fixation for 5 min with MG solution, the smear was stained for 10 min in MG diluted (1:1) with

various diluent); G, Giemsa stain (after fixation with absolute methanol for 5 min, the smear was air-dried and then stained with
Giemsa diluted with DW); MGG, May-Griinwald = Giemsa stain (after staining with MG stain, the smear was stained with diluted

Giemsa solution); DW, distilled water; PB, phosphate buffer; Ratio, Giemsa : DW; +++, many; +, some; —, not observed.
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I T TRICRB SNGEIE, ZOTA T 2
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FADOEALE M OIFEEERIIZFRO TB 5, EIlHRET
» 5 EHOMMIZBIZE L T\wb, EhrlichiZEIGTHRER %
22 o RN Tl <, BRI S a TR~ D FE
wHEE R, ZOMmEE ST /®IZ, Ehrlichid i
R AR TR 2 L7256 &, HiRCRE L7z
Y& OEIGISH % o JHR O Gefathds e 5 2 & 2 381F,
M#H T o RASA X VIS, BETRIA Y VT
L7 BEEOEMETTREN TRV, ZoFakD
EWE, INEIC X 2 SR OB EEE, ST U O
JREDENIEDbDEER T, TbL, KRMATIE
% L DIRGH a JERIHIC D 5 7280, BRORS BAR VO
TEATEDOA Y X)) YA RT WA, BiRNE Tk
FERPVRL R BOTESHE O, K TFROZF DV
WAL EHELZE LTz ZOFEZRIIIEL VDS I 2 ? AT
AT NEE DT EDA Y X)) VP ANLGL bbb L
WS, GRS S FROA Y X) V72T TR
, BOFEOIF TV VIEHIIABEEZLNR, 2O



BRREAHOG R 51

WER O IR R B E b b, LA L, Ehrlich
ARIRINBAEA T o JRIE A Y XY v THREB ELTW
%o EhrlichiZ M#A D # W IZ & 2 MLE O o Jk 0 gtk
DENF R OBASTIDILEDENEEZ, ThE ok
ERERL DM J B S N A B M B L, BRI
KGO TERHNOR G A% L, BAHPIEVOTA ¥
A ZHEE D, o BRI L 7R 7 0 TS AR
, TFAIVICEFLE L, AXPTIEIHFT I TV
WS, BERI S o RO R HGE R TR E Tl &
NEZOTHREMLIIRDEEZIEEDND, 1B,
Ehrlichi3 & BEEAR D BE E S IT OV TR L TV RS,
IA D VO o FRASBIEE SN D 2 e S, BT
FELZEEZ NG,
BAROMBIZES LabE s L, Ehrlicho B i
BRI CTH B T A= VERICHYT 5 L TR 5. IFEEER
TIZT A= VRO 7 X — VIR ISR O & & 3 121K
T4 5%, 7 A= VRGN O 5 2 mES s
T ET, T A= VEERILFERYE %R U O o SR R AL
& 72519, Ehrlich® o RN IFRERIC, BRI T X —
VERICHY T2 EE2z 00, WEROBMBRICHT S
Ehrlich® 23 BUROME D 5 b ATIEHTH 2, 0
s, BEEDOA VXY ViFHE, A4 VX)) v
MABFETH B 720 E L LT E %, Furno (1911)7
ZENVEY FOFRIPORRG o R GBEIOZ L)
V7YY YREWICE B RBTIEA X VIETH D
2%, May-Grinwalde s (2 I3 TH B L LTV 5
(p235M173:1)o F 72, Pappenheim™®d ENE v + DK%
a B RHEER CRIARIFIRERD 2 &) ORI AT 243 2 kLIS
DWCRtHR LTH Y, HMoEEEaR (RIS
NTWZiw) 128 F 1), May-Grinwaldgefs Tl LM
FRAFLYTV—0Zt) ok EL, M) ku—
VRBEWTIEA Y X)) ViFtkE LTw 3 (p522), F 72,
Pappenheim'®i3 Giemsa#e t T3 & O Bk A ERYE K 75 (78
WmE) THRTLELTVWDLD, IFEL L IdGiemsagetsifid
DAF VYT A=VIZEDRRARBEOZETHSH. L
ehoT, BERLIEAF L Y TV — IRttt (Fth) &
AL, AT L YT A= VIZIERARENE BT 52 5,
Ehrlich"7spHk TEZE L7214 v X ViFtkoH @Iz, 1
HHBFEOL VX UAERRAME AR L LRSS,
Ehrlich™ i3 O B4R & TR M O (KA L72) o fHk
HMEIGTA ¥ X)) VifFth %, WiREE Cldzt Y v iftk%
KT L LIz A VA UM ETH L E 51X, o

BIBHEAE (4 V) AR VX)) ok
HLHICH GBI NLEHEE T 525, ELTIEAHEIEER
AR EINDL DT, VX)) V2R T 5% L b LR
T&%, L»L, SiwEE L7z EZ bhbaHiiiacix
BRERL & BBEH D a FRAA ¥ ) VI E B, Th
LD NS, WAL a R DA ¥ X)) VR L B
OFNIRLLHNTICL 20 LMREINL, T2, Kl
[ L7z o o JERASEIG T4 ¥V T S do
eIk, o JER R QIR & Rt P OB FE DS &
OO RGEOBERICL 2 b0 L Bbh s,
Furno” i3 ) 7+ YREWHICZF Y ¥ OiLgd*
ELBZ LKV, NI 7YY VIREWICHET 25
¥ D FEIRA L T D 5Ehrlich I IR BEAW O T7 255 &
NTW 2\, Ehrlich® W78 = THAM I X %217 - 72
Schwarze iZ M) 7Y &) VIREWOMFIZOVWT, T
vS VYT TRMERZZY ) v k) VL 1~
2DEETRAL, ThICZF I 72T o997 (=
yudryoll) MRz TR ORE TR S
72l itak L Tw b (p86) Ehrlich @ J& THF%E L 7
Kurlof™ 37757, T3y vBIr=rsuv s
ShLREWMEMML 2, WK ORBEIE % V.
Hirschfeld” (2 (¥ Ehrlich® J5 i & isF L7z & La#Ed» T
B5Y, WHEIAHTH S, Furno” k775 vv7, =
FVUBEUA VA rERFEERFH Lz L, EHENCE
C7zik 2 s b 282 7201260C Th L7z & LTw
5o TDZ ENBFurno” {4 BEOBAEEO Lk % [
WA L72S, MHANCREAE L TnE T EITRDE,
miELChomicfliztEZONL, —H,
Schwarze " IZBARAT Z R L2 0T, RAWHFA -7
HarDRIIIRA 2 S BB OBENLE L TBY, Hiizk
B OB Z M 9, Z ORI O L % Gt 2l
ML 7= & B bR b, Ehrlich”, Kurlof®'% X O
Hirschfeld®$ Schwarze? & Ak bV 77 &) ViREY
PHWEHEEN D, Furno?iditkz 4+ > Th b
Elze SR ZY XY U REIZBT BIEOME (v
BEFRENEY OFHERERMIZIF Y VTN &
Hirschfeld® D55 (GFrpERERIZ A ~ X ViFE) 0w
AT 00N THL LEDNL, Thbb,
Furno'™i&Hirschfeld”2s L% ¥ ¥ Ok A4 U2 IR A O
TR L7270 RN A~ X)) B R 5
e # 277 EBITIZFurno S BIgE L7k 3 it ta 3%
(TS 7, TFIVY) LEEEOAL V) VAL



52 AR, ZARER ANIER

THUHRHOFELEZ ONL, FHAFIMEL ST
BIRT 2 EDMONTE Y, Furno”d NI & - T
BRI L T2,

MEEZO M) 7)) VIREWTHOBFROES, E
B Gt A L 72 Je s I3FSE 8 B R0 [F] CIFSE 4 T b
BB OB L o THRE L EEZ LN, [F Ukt
WICH T 2 9emtb R LBEPIHEENRSL, MY 7Y
) VRGN ORI Z RS Yk & LCHRE%
Eike AEMOMIKCHEH SN TELT#50, 22k
7 FOUFPERIERAZ OV TELET S, Hid o & 912,
Furno™d 7 ¥ F O UFp R R 2 T F ¥ Y iFHE L L,
Hirschfeld®iZ 4 » X ) Y IiF & L Tw 3, 7,
Kurlof™"b =% ¥ Y iffh & LTw 5, Schwarze”iZ & b
2% 0T, BEAE YA TE PRI (TFEERO)
aJER ST TH B E Lie ZORBIE Y F OUF A EREDR,
BEMARICET S VI L 2ERT 5, ZZomtmE
KidzA Ty e X))y REEhs 2 Enb,
Schwarze"® + 1) 7)) &) VIREY T F O Uhf ik
BRIIHE S d o7z X %0 Ehrlich™2id 7 4 Fifrp
Koty 7)) VIREWIZ L B HEEHORLBA %V,
Ehrlich™i3 & o3 E DM T4 TSR O S RYER (a~
e JHk) ZEBILCTBY (p572), Z I TlIFMEkICHES %
HTTHRBLT VD720 THD, LrLAWRI &I,
Ehrlicho O ZFEIZB VTS MY 7)) ViREWIC X
2 W ERER LISV 0> 1 ML BR oD Bt 1R\ B 5 % B R 70 Rk A% 7z
W, 7272 L, Ehrlich & Lazarus™iZ 33 A Kurloffd fiff 58
WE & L7281 (056) 12BWT, ¥ FoFhERIC
T T VAR OEAE S 5 &3 9 TIZEhrlichA¥Bi%:
LT3, ¥ FOUFmERERO ) 7Y &) YR
W2 & B Rt th ARk O Z N e £ RR LT ER LTV S,
ZHIEY HFOUFRERERIZ MY 7Y k) VRAR T
VAT L NI L2 ERL, Kurloff o BIEHRHE L 4
KRB /2, v FOUPIRIZT A T Y IFHER 2
Ehrlich? 3 TIZBIZ L TwboThE, Thidvwrik
LROTH7-OTHA 9 ? %4, Ehrlichld=+v v %
HOCfiH U2z MR LT, w3 F O MF b ER R 25T 4

WCHF BT EABIELAD, MUY VREWIC
X B Yt iR 1 TldSchwarze P @ FRak 0 X 9 12 i ER
BALA T A YA bR SN o720 TH
59, ZOBGHKRE, kL IFhERERNTEL L
ZEMKL, EhrlichiCd > ThrY 7)) VREWIZE S
PR, FICEHOZhOBERIIFRETH o2 B

bbb, &P, Ehrlichix b)) 7)) VREW CTIFdEk
WAL A Gt SN o B HIC O W T B FEak LT 7
Vo B X9, [F UBRa (74 X O U BRERD
WHLTH U 7Y ) VIREWI & B GEE
WCKECRLZ, SO LEFEHEMICBYThI 7Y &
Y VRGHHROLEDIRRRENER LS Z EITERT S
L#Z 5N 5, Ehrlich3RERDL v XY v =rny
VIEETANAEEAET HMBEAREEZ CnDs, EE
R Lz aRIRERoEEEOE Th 72 L b b,
%72, MOW%EH 725 b Ehrlichic % & - TKREED A >~

) Y EAVEAMEENTODEEHERETIHEH LTV
TeEHEHEIND,

Mkt 3 L M R OREGR TIE, Bt odedlt
3, Bt orF Qe GFRRIERE, AR & W
RN TN O Gt (Rt DU & A
PEtLFE OUFMEVENE) LR B X OMIEIC L > T T 2 L
gan,

Kurloff® EE m 3D AR W 72750 kK EE K3
B EER MR O LIE S E#H - LT,

51 A3k

1) Ak BN, EAME R, AN B AR o It
B 23Xk EoES: I Li3Th P KEKRS
B 72 4 %, 72, 89-102 (2024) [Kondo M, Yasumoto S,
Kimura M: Literature review on the “neutrophilic” of
neutrophilic granules: What is “neutrophilic” ? Journal
of National Fisheries University, 72, 89-102 (2024) (in
Japanese with English abstract)]

2) HEEF, ARG, AN EER: Triacidfetiih o
BE R DR B K PE R AR JE e, 73, 35-43 (2025)
[Kondo M, Yasumoto S, Kimura M: Characterization of
the dye complexes in triacid staining solutions. Journal
of National Fisheries University, 73, 35-43 (2025) (in
Japanese with English abstract)]

3) EHEEM, AMFEL, EMF=A A kIR D X -7
Va2 YTV - F AR JRER PRI, 50,
109-117 (2002) [Kondo M, Yasumoto S, Takahashi Y:



BRREAHOG R 53

May-Grinwald-Giemsa staining properties of granules
in carp Cyprinus carpio neutrophil. Journal of National
Fisheries University, 50, 109-117 (2002) (in Japanese with
English abstract)]

4) EEEM, BAER, SEER: a4 ko7 X — v
R 7K PE K - AHE JE #e i, 51, 17-29 (2002) [Kondo M,
Yasumoto S, Takahashi Y: Azurophilic granule of carp
neutrophil. Journal of National Fisheries University, 51, 17-
29 (2002) (in Japanese with English abstract)]

5) LR E A, ARG, REFSEM, W= a4, F11
T4 7 ET B IO Y F DU ERETRL KRR
i, 61, 51-64 (2012) [Kondo M, Yasumoto S, Oono M,
Takahashi Y: Granules of neutrophils from common
carp (Cyprinus carpio), Nile tilapia (Oreochromis niloticus)
and striped grunt (Parapristipoma trilineatum). Journal of
National Fisheries University, 61, 51-64 (2012) (in Japanese
with English abstract)]

6) May R, Grilnwald L: Uber Blutfirbungen. Centralblatt
fiir Innere Medicin, 23, 265-270 (1902)

7) Giemsa G: Eine Vereinfachung und Vervollkommnung
meiner Methylenazur-Methylenblau-Eosin-
Farbemethode zur Erzielung der Romanowsky-
Nochtschen Chromatinfarbung. Centralblatt fiir
Bakteriologie, Parasitenkunde und Infektionskrankheiten, 37,
308-311 (1904)

8) Pappenheim A: Richard May, Eine neue Methode der
Romanowsky-Fiarbung. Miinchener Medizinische
Wochenschrift. 1906. No. 8. Folia haematologica:
Internationales Zentralorgan fiir Blut- und Serumforschung,
3, 344 (1906)

9) Pappenheim A, Hirschfeld H (mitwirkender Author):
Uber akute myeloide und lymphadenoide
makrolymphozytire Leukdmie an der Hand von zwel
verschiedenen Fillen. Folia haematologica: Internationales
Zentralorgan fiir Blut- und Serumforschung, 5, 347-425 + 2
Tafeln (IIT & IV) (1908)

10) Pappenheim A: Panaptische Universalfirbung fir
Blutpriparate. Medizinische Klinik. Beiheft, 4, 1244 (1908)
11) Ehrlich P: Ueber die specifischen Granulationen des
Blutes. Archiv fiir Anatomie und Physiologie, Physiologische
Abtheilung (Verhandlungen der physiologischen Gesellschaft
zu Berlin 1878-1879), 571-579 (1879)

12) Ehrlich P, Lazarus A (Mitverfasser): Die Anaemie:
Normale und Pathologische Histologie des Blutes.
Alfred Holder, Wien, 201pp + 2 Tafeln (I & II) (1898)

13) Raue R: Azine dyes. In: Ullmann’s encyclopedia of
industrial chemistry, volume 4 (Antiulcer Drugs to
Benzene) (6th edition). Wiley-VCH, Weinheim, 293-322
(2003)

14) Pappenheim A: Grundriss der Farbchemie: zum
Gebrauch bei mikroskopischen Arbeiten. August
Hirschwald, Berlin, 476pp (1901)

15) = S, PR G5 i 7 b A (55,
OkE, BN 466pp (2004) [Miwa S, Watanabe Y (co-
author): Atlas of blood cells (5th edition). Bunkodo,
Tokyo, 466pp (2004) (in Japanese)]

16) Parmley RT: Mammals. In: Rowley AF, Ratcliffe NA
(ed) Vertebrate blood cells. Cambridge University
Press, Cambridge etc., 337-424 (1988)

17) Furno A: Beitrdge zur Kenntnis der vergleichenden
Hamatologie der Spezialleukozyten-Granulationen
einiger Laboratoriums-Sidugetiere. Folia Haematologica:
Internationales Magazin fiir Klinische und Morphologische
Haematologie, 1. Teil, Archiv, 11, 219-252 (1911)

18) Pappenheim A: Einige interessante Tatsachen und
theoretische Ergebnisse der vergleichenden
Leukozytenmorphologie. Folia Haematologica:
Internationales Zentralorgan fiir Blut- und Serumforschung,
8, 504-563 (1909)

19) Schwarze G: Ueber Eosinophile Zellen (Inaugural-
Dissertation, 1880). /n: Ehrlich P (herausgegeben)
Farbenanalytische Untersuchungen zur Histologie
und Klinik des Blutes (Gesammelte Mittheilungen).
August Hirschwald, Berlin, 72-95 (1891)

20) Kypnosa MI: O61b M3MBHEHIIXDs KPOBHU ¥
6e3ce/e3eHOYHBIX' s KUBOTHBIXb BB TeYeHIH
IepBaro rojma NOo yHajeHIM Cele3eHKH.
Bpauw, 10, 515-518 & 538-543 (1889) [Kurloff MG:
About blood changes in spleenless animals during the
first year after spleen removal. Vrach, 10, 515-518 &
538-543 (1889) (in Russian)]

21) Kypnrosa MI:006% U3MBHEHIIXDs KPOBHU ¥
6Ge3cee3eHOYHBIXP MODCKHXDb CBUHOK®D

Bb TEUYEHIM BTOpAaro rojga MOCJbB olepaLlin.



54

AR, ZARER ANIER

Bpauw, 13, 469-474 (1892) [Kurloff MG: About blood
changes in spleenless guinea pigs during the second
year after surgery. Vrach, 13, 469-474 (1892) (in

Russian)]

22) Hirschfeld H: Beitridge zur vergleichenden

Morphologie der Leukocyten. Archiv fiir Pathologische
Anatomie und Physiologie und fiir Klinische Medicin, 149,
22-51 + 1 Tafel (I) (1897)

23) Rosin H: Neutrale Farbstoffe und Farbgemische. In:

Ehrlich P, Krause R, Mosse M, Rosin H, Weigert C
(herausgegeben) Encyklopddie der Mikroskopischen
Technik mit besonderer Berilicksichtigung der
Farbelehre. Urban & Schwarzenberg, Berlin & Wien,
1028-1033 (1903)

24) Rosin H: Neutrale Farbstoffe und Farbgemische. /n:

Ehrlich P, Krause R, Mosse M, Rosin H, Weigert C
(herausgegeben) Encyklopadie der Mikroskopischen
Technik (Zweite, vermehrte und verbesserte Auflage;
II. Band). Urban & Schwarzenberg, Berlin & Wien,
311-316 (1910)

25) Meinertz J: Beitrage zur vergleichenden Morphologie

der farblosen Blutzellen. Archiv fiir Pathologische
Anatomie und Physiologie und fiir Klinische Medicin, 168,
353-398 + 1 Tafel (XI) (1902)

26) Werzberg A: Studien zur vergleichenden

Hamozytologie einiger poikilothermer Vertebraten.
Folia Haematologica: Internationales Magazin fiir Klinische
und Morphologische Haematologie, 1. Teil, Archiv, 11, 17-
193 + 4 Tafeln (I-IV) (1911)



