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Estimation of seed production costs for the Japanese Spanish mackerel,

Scomberomorus niphonius

Akio IwaMoTO, Hideki YAMAZAKI, Hiroshi FujiMmoToO,

Shigenobu OKUMURA, Yoshihisa YAMAMOTO, and Yasuhiro OBATA

Seed production costs for the Japanese Spanish mackerel were estimated based on the accounting of seed
production operations at Yashima Station of the NCSE from May to June 2003 in which 205,000 seeds of ca. 40

mm in mean total length were produced. Accounting was divided into three processes: egg collection, live bait

culture and larval rearing. Each process consisted of seven calculated items (manpower, electricity, fuel and

water, broodstock purchase, feeding, equipment, marking reagents, and materials and consumption); however

depreciation costs were disregarded. As a result, estimated seed production costs were 11,633,000 yen for total

operation and the unit cost was calculated at 56.74 yen per seed. Live bait culture cost was of relatively high

proportion, ca 48.1%g, of the total cost since the Japanese Spanish mackerel is a highly piscivorous species.
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