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Effects of tagging on burrowing of marked
and unmarked hatchery-reared red tilefish, Branchiostegus japonicus

Masaharu MACHIDA, Hiroyuki TAKEUCHI, Toru NAKAGAWA,

Mitsugi WATANABE, and Shukei MASUMA

We observed the burrowing of hatchery-reared red tilefish (85-145 mm in Total length) unmarked or marked by

anchor-type plastic tags with a spaghetti-form, pelvic-fin-clipping, or ventral-fin-clipping in a tank with mud on the

bottom, and the influence of the tags on their burrowing. Fish were observed digging by mouth regardless of marking.

Burrowing occurrence was 44 % (4/9 ind.) in the pelvic-fin-clipping treatment, 33 % (3/9 ind.) in the ventral-fin-

clipping method, and 44 % (4/9 ind.) in the unmarked treatment, but 0 % (0/9 ind.) in the anchor-type plastic tagging

method, indicating that the anchor-type plastic tag hinders the burrowing of red tilefish.
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