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Verifying conditions for membership in
Japanese river fishery cooperatives

Tomoyuki NAKAMURA

Abstract: Using an online questionnaire, the membership
qualifications for Japanese river fishery cooperatives were
verified from data collected from 186 male respondents
who wished to become cooperative members. Their
responses showed that the legal conditions, comprising
residential conditions and operating conditions, were
greater limiting factors for joining the cooperatives than
the cooperative conditions, made up of the payment
contribution, paying expense, participation in fish
enhancement, participation in fishery patrols, participation
in cooperative meetings, and becoming a cooperative
official. Between the two legal conditions, the operating
conditions were a greater limiting factor than the
residential conditions.

Key words: Cooperative Member; Fishery Cooperative;
Qualification; Rivers
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Yes / Possible No / Impossible Unknown
Residential conditions 55(29.6) | 79 (42.5) | 52 (27.9) |
Operating conditions 50 (26.9) | 118 (63.4) |18 (9.|7)
3(1.6)
Payment contribution 127 (68.3) | secon |
5(2.7)

Paying expense 123 (66.1) | | 58 (31.2) |
Particivation i 3(1.6)

articipation 1n
fish enhancement 128 (68.8) | | 55(29.6) |

4(2.2)
Participation in
fhery matrols 117 (62.9) [| 650649 |
5(2.7)
Participation in
cooperative meetings 118 (634 | | 63 339) |
' 7(3.8)
Becominga 73 (39.2) [ ] 106 (57.0) |
cooperative official
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Fig. 1. Numbers (and percentages) of respondents (% = 186) to closed-response items on a questionnaire about
the legal conditions (i.e. residential conditions and operating conditions) and cooperative conditions (i.e. payment
contribution, paying expense, participation in fish enhancement, participation in fishery patrols, participation in

cooperative meetings, and becoming a cooperative official) for joining a Japanese river fishery cooperatives.
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Table 1. Numbers (and percentages) of respondents (n = 186), by age, to closed-response items on a questionnaire about the legal
conditions (i.e. residential conditions and operating conditions) and cooperative conditions (i.e. payment contribution, paying expense,
participation in fish enhancement, participation in fishery patrols, participation in cooperative meetings, and becoming a cooperative official)

for joining a Japanese river fishery cooperatives

Condition Age Yes / Possible No / Impossible Unknown Total
20-39 5(31.3) 6 (37.5) 5(31.3) 16
Residential conditions 40-59 26 (26.3) 46 (46.5) 27 (27.3) 99
60-79 24 (33.8) 27 (38.0) 20 (28.2) 71
20-39 6 (37.5) 8 (50.0) 2 (12.5) 16
Operating conditions 40-59 24 (24.2) 64 (64.7) 11 (11.1) 99
60-79 20 (28.2) 46 (64.8) 5 (7.0) 71
20-39 10 (62.5) 0 (0) 6 (37.5) 16
Payment contribution 40-59 67 (67.7) 1 (1.0) 31 (31.3) 99
60-79 50 (70.4) 2 (2.8 19 (26.8) 71
20-39 12 (75.0) 0 (0) 4 (25.0) 16
Paying expense 40-59 62 (62.6) 3 (3.0 34 (34.3) 99
60-79 49 (69.0) 2 (2.8 20 (28.2) 71
20-39 11 (68.8) 0 (0) 5(31.3) 16
Participation in fish enhancement 40-59 67 (67.7) 1 (1.0) 31 (31.3) 99
60-79 50 (70.4) 2 (2.8 19 (26.8) 71
20-39 11 (68.8) 0 (0) 5(31.3) 16
Participation in fishery patrols 40-59 57 (57.6) 2 (2.0) 40 (40.4) 99
60-79 49 (69.0) 2 (2.8 20 (28.2) 71
20-39 10 (62.5) 0 (0) 6 (37.5) 16
Participation in cooperative meetings 40-59 57 (57.6) 3 (3.0 39 (39.4) 99
60-79 51 (71.8) 2 (2.8 18 (25.4) 71
20-39 9 (56.3) 0(0) 7 (43.8) 16
Becoming a cooperative official 40-59 36 (36.4) 5(.1) 58 (58.6) 99
60-79 28 (39.4) 2 (2.8 41 (57.8) 71
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